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ABSTRACT. 


A new name, Prosthechea pulchra, is proposed for the Ecuadorian species Encyclia pulcher- 


rima and two previous nomenclatural errors are discussed. 


Key words: 


An epiphytic plant, currently known as En- 
cyclia pulcherrima, is found in scattered popu- 
lations in wet montane forest on the eastern 
slope of the Andes from central Ecuador to Peru. 
When Dodson and Bennett (1989) described En- 
cyclia pulcherrima, they used a drawing of a 
Peruvian plant while citing an Ecuadorian ho- 
lotype. FIGURE 1 is the correct illustration for the 
Ecuadorian specimen. The Bennett 1238 speci- 
men, which has yet to be located, is not being 
dealt with at this time. Based on the column 
structure, Encyclia pulcherrima clearly belongs 
in the genus Prosthechea. Unfortunately the spe- 
cific epithet “‘pulcherrima”’ is already occupied 
in Prosthechea. Thus, a new epithet is required 
to transfer this species to Prosthechea. The au- 
thors propose a new name for this lovely spe- 
cies. 


Prosthechea pulchra Dodson & W.E. Higgins, 


hom. nov. 


Replaced synonym. Encyclia pulcherrima 
Dodson & D.E. Benn. Icon. Pl. Trop. ser., 2 fasc. 
1, t. 54. 1989. Type: Ecuador. Zamora-Chinchipe: 
Beyond pass, Yangana to Valladolid, 2600 m, 24 
Jul. 1985, Dodson, Embree & Dalessandro 16033 
(Holotype, MO). FIGURES 1, 2. 


Plant caespitose. Pseudobulbs slightly com- 
pressed with 1 or 2 thin leaves at the apex. In- 
florescence of non-resupinate flowers arising 
from an oblong spathe; ovary triangular in 
cross section; callus on the lip platform-like 
with a central depression; column tip with 3 
large teeth and a ligulate midtooth. Lip equally 
broad as long, expanded across oblong lateral 
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lobes. Column short, stout, and triangular in 
cross section. 

The determinate (or cymose) inflorescence 
(Dressler 1981) has deep purple flowers in a 
pseudo-whorl and cerise-purple lip, petals, se- 
pals, and ovary. The column is greenish yellow, 
and the anther-cap bright yellow. 


Etymology. Named for the spectacular col- 
or of the flowers. 


Erratum. The transfer by Higgins (1997) of 
Epidendrum pulcherrimum Klotzsch into Prosthe- 
chea was in error. Higgins inadvertently listed the 
wrong basionym for the species when he reestab- 
lished Prosthechea. Epidendrum pulcherrimum is 
clearly a reedstem epidendrum. A translation from 
the original German publication reads, “our E. 
pulcherrimum is related with E. cinnabarinum ... 
it grows 1% feet high, cylindrical leafy stems that 
may grow six times greater dimension judging 
from other dried stems that were found from the 
native land” (Klotzsch 1854). 
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FIGURE 1. Prosthechea pulchra Dodson & W.E. Higgins, showing the pseudo-whorled habit of the deter- 
minate inflorescence. 
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FIGURE 2. Prosthechea pulchra (Dodson et al. 16033, SEL). A. Entire plant. B. Oblique view of flower. C. 
Oblique view of column and lip. D. Dissected flower showing sepals, petal, and lip. Illustration by L.N. Berneo. 


